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What is dementia? 



There are over 700,000 people with dementia  

in the UK.   

 

Expected to rise to 1.4 million by 2038. 



The Royal College of Physicians (1981) defined  

‘dementia’ as the ‘acquired global impairment of  

higher cortical functions including memory, the  

capacity to solve problems of everyday living, the  

performance of learned perceptuo-motor skills,  

the correct use of social skills and the control of  

emotional reactions, in the absence of gross  

clouding of consciousness.’  
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The four most common  
Types of Dementia   

Dementia  

Alzheimer's 
disease 

Multi-infarct 
dementia  

Lewy Body 
Dementia  

Fronto-temporal 
dementia  



 

 

 

What are dementia friendly churches? 



 
 
 
dementia friendly churches … 
 
Include 
 
Welcome 
 
Offer belonging 
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How do dementia friendly churches fit in with  

Health and Social Care policy?  



 
National Dementia Strategy  

Seventeen Objectives were developed and an  

additional one added later and are summed  

up by the following: 

•  good-quality early diagnosis and intervention for all   

•  improved quality of care in general hospitals 

•  living well with dementia in care homes, and   

•  reduced use of antipsychotic medication. 

 



Prime Minister’s Dementia Challenge 

 

Launched in March 2012 and aims to 

  

• drive improvements in Health and Care  

• develop better research 

• create dementia friendly communities 

 



 
 
 
Dementia friendly communities 

 
 

• reduce stigma 

• increase understanding and awareness about 
dementia and their support  

• support people with dementia to remain active and 
included members of their communities  

• support people with dementia maintain their 
independence for as long as possible  

 

 

 



Caring for our Future: reforming care and 
support (DH 2012) 
 
Recommended that  
 
‘The skills, resources and networks in every 
community are harnessed and strengthened to 
support people to live well, and to contribute to 
their communities where they can and wish to’. 
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What is the theological basis for dementia  

friendly churches? 



 

Dementia friendly churches and supported by  

a range of theological writers that include  

Stanley Hauerwas, Tom Reynolds,  

Susan McFadden and John McFadden, Hans Reinders  

and John Swinton.    

 

 



Dementia friendly churches recognise 

• The gospel ‘redescribes’ the world, and is healing and 
transformative. 

• God loves people, including people with dementia. 

• Personhood is  not dependent on cognitive ability, and arises 
through  relationship with others, and with God  

• People with dementia display aspects of God’s image such as 
creativity and relationality 

• The mission of the Church is to the whole world, including 
people with dementia  and is concerned with creating justice, 
peace and reconciliation just as much as personal salvation.  

 

 

 

 



Dementia friendly churches based on  
 
Radical friendship  
    Swinton (2000) calls upon the church to display 

radical friendship to people with mental health 
conditions and to ‘rediscover its prophetic roots 
in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
and to reclaim its identity as a friend and 
protector of the poor, the outcaste and the 
stranger’ (p. 9). 

 
 

 
 



Hospitality  

   ‘a radical form of reciprocosity that creates 
space for identifying and receiving the 
stranger as oneself (Reynolds 2008; p. 142)’.  

 

Visitation  

    Meeting people with dementia where they 
live.  

 



 
 
 

Developing dementia friendly churches – the way 

ahead for Livability     
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• Training development – developing dementia 
friendliness within Livability care homes   

 

• Partnership developments – supporting the 
development of dementia friendly churches 

 

• Action research project – identifying the best 
practice in developing and maintaining dementia 

     friendly churches   

 


