
as a useful resource for the 

genera l  membersh ip . 

Information from this 

resource is placed regularly 

in church bulletins to keep 

the membership familiar 

and comfortable with the 

information. Additionally, 

regularly, priests use part 

of their sermons to focus on 

some aspect of HIV/AIDS. 

Last October, St. Paul's 
Church established a 
Ministry for Persons Living 
With HIV, the first in the 
Province. Following that a 
Care Ministry was set-up to 
administer the required 
services. The members of 
that ministry have since 
completed a course in 
Pastoral Counselling to 
widen their scope and offer 
a broader range of services.   
On May 19, St. Paul's 

The Diocese of Barbados in 

the Church in the Province of 

the West Indies in it's 

response to the HIV/AIDS 

pandemic, has embarked on 

a sustained programme of 

training to establish a cadre 

of persons with the skills of 

Education and Counselling. 

T h e s e  s k i l l s  a r e 

recognised  universally as 

the main tools for managing 

the Virus and it's sequelae. 

This training which has been 

conducted since 2003 is 

being done in collaboration 

with the AIDS Society of 

Barbados Incorporated, the 

oldest NGO in the HIV 

response.  

The training is for both 

Clergy and Laity and is 

opened to non Anglicans. 

Educators and Counsellors 

meet quarterly to update 

and share activities in their 

church communities. They 

keep abreast of the 

evolution of the Virus, new 

treatment modalities and 

e f f e c t i v e  P reven t i o n 

strategies.  

As part of the on-going 

Education of the Church, to 

continue to reduce Stigma 

and Discrimination against 

Persons living with HIV,  

inculcate desirable attitudes 

towards them, and make 

the Church a more 

welcoming place ,  a 

Handbook was produced on 

the subject. This has served 

The Church in the Province of  the West Indies responds to the 
HIV/AIDS Pandemic 

Diocesan Commission on Health - Barbados 

The Diocesan Commission 
on Health coordinates all 
the Parish Ministries 
(formerly Guilds).  The 
Church in support of the 
Government's focus on 
Chronic Non-Communicable 
Diseases, which utilise a 
significant portion of the 
National Budget, is currently 
maintaining the same focus. 

To enable our parishes to 
have the same accurate and 
up-to-date information and 
perform their outreach 
programmes to the same 
standards, The Commission 
coordinated a workshop on 
Diabetes Mellitus, mainly 
theory,  in March of this 
year.   

The next workshop on the 
practical management of 
Diabetes is scheduled to be 
held on June 29, 2013. 

Educators and Counsellors at 
role play 

June 2013 

Church in conjunction with 
the AIDS Society celebrated 
the International AIDS 
Candle-light Memorial with 
a Candle-light Service. 

Participants during observation 

Education and Counselling 
Quarterly Workshop 


